MCZ Assessment
Licence application received
Or
Pre-application discussion with applicant
Is the licensable activity taking place within or near a
designated (or proposed) MCZ? (Underpinned by the
Marine Coastal Access Act 2009)1

No
Stage 1 MCZ
assessment not
necessary

SCREENING

Yes
Is the activity capable of
affecting (other than
insignificantly) either:
(i)

(ii)

the protected features
of an MCZ; or
(ii) any ecological or
geomorphological
process on which the
conservation of any
protected feature of an
MCZ is (wholly or in
part) dependent

Where and When would the proposed
activities/operations affect protected
sites and features?
How would the proposed
activities/operations affect protected
features and conservation objectives
of those features?
Which pressures are likely to cause
impacts on features?

Effects ruled out

Stage 1 MCZ assessment

Effects not ruled out

Can any significant risk of the activity hindering the
Conservation Objectives of the MCZ be ruled out?

Yes

Can the authority exercise its functions to further the
Conservation Objectives of the site?

Stage 2 MCZ
Assessment
not necessary

No
Yes

Are there other means of proceeding with the act which would create a
substantially lower risk of hindering the achievement of those
objectives?
This should include proceeding with it in (a) another manner (b) at
another location

*SNCB’s
formally
consulted at
this stage

Stage 2 MCZ assessment

No

1.

Does the benefit to the public of proceeding with the act
clearly outweigh the risk of damage to the environment that
will be created by proceeding with it

No

Reject
application

No

Reject
application

Yes
Can the applicant satisfy the relevant authority that they will
undertake or make arrangements for the undertaking of
measures of equivalent environmental benefit to the
damage which the act will or is likely to have in or on the
MCZ

Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009

Yes
Continue with licencing process

