Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)

SCREENING

Licence application received
Or
Pre-application discussion with applicant

Is the licensable activity taking place
within or close to a SPA, SAC, pSPA or
cSAC

No

No further
assessment

Yes

Plan/project
may be
approved

Yes
Is the plan or project either directly
connected with or necessary to the
management of a protected site for
nature conservation

Test of Likely Significant
Effect (Reg. 63/27)

No
Is the plan or
project likely to
have a significant
effect on
designated
features of a site
either alone or
in-combination
with other plans
or projects?

Is there a risk of any negative
effects? Consult SNCBs if necessary.
Consider:
Where, when and how the
proposed activities/operations
would take place
How would the proposed
activities/operations affect
protected features and would they
undermine the conservation
objectives of those features?

Likely
significant
effects ruled
out

Which pressures are likely to
cause impacts on features?

Likely significant effects not ruled
out
APPROPRIATE
ASSESSMENT
(Reg. 63/27)

Carry out detailed impact-assessment; Must consult SNCBs.
Can it be ascertained that the plan or project will not have
an adverse effect on integrity of the site(s) in view of
Conservation Objectives?
Consider mitigation and other restrictions and/or
modifications

Yes

Plan/project
may be
approved (with
or without
conditions)

No or Uncertain

Derogations
(Reg. 64/28 & 68/32)

Yes

Are there any alternative solutions with no or less damaging effects which
will avoid an adverse effect on site integrity
No

Does the plan or project have Imperative Reasons of Overriding
Public Interest (IROPI)?
Yes
Notify Government and wait 21 days before issuing licence

Is Government satisfied that the necessary compensatory
measures are secured to maintain coherence of the network of
European sites

1. Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017 (as
amended)

No

Refuse
application

No

Yes

Plan/project
may be
approved
(with or
without
conditions)

