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1: Summary
This document was first published in draft in September 2019. Natural England has
produced this document for internal staff, however we are offering it externally for
stakeholders, to improve user understanding of the advice packages. Following publication,
the document has undergone a period of review and has been amended as per the
feedback we received. This document was formalised in September 2021. Conservation
advice can be used to inform environmental assessments (Habitat Regulations Assessments
and Marine Conservation Zone Assessments) by providing information on whether a
planned activity/plan/project may have an impact on the features of a protected site.
Natural England acknowledges that this is our suggested approach for using the
conservation advice packages in environmental assessments. This advice is offered as a
guide to assist with navigation of the available information. This advice does not dictate the
manner in which assessments should be undertaken, this process is determined by the
relevant competent authority.
In this ‘How to Use’ document Natural England advises users to consider our conservation
advice packages when assessing a plan/project or activity/activities. This consideration can
be done at the pre-application stage with a Natural England adviser or through a formal
application via a regulator. Using the packages does not replace bespoke advice given by
Natural England and it is not a prescriptive process. Therefore, the process may be
interpreted in different ways depending on the proposal, type of assessment, site specifics
and evidence needed.
This document, along with more guidance material, can be found on the MPA CA Guidance
page of the Designated Sites System (DSS). For quick reference, assessment flow charts
accompany this document on the MPA CA Guidance Page.
Screenshots and images in this document may not represent current data and therefore
cannot be used in assessment. They are for example only.

Back to Top

2: Conservation Advice
Natural England has a statutory duty to provide conservation advice for Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs) in England’s inshore waters (up to 12 nautical miles) under
regulation 37 of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 1 (as

Regulation 37 of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (formerly regulation 35 of The
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010)
1
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amended) and section 127 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 2. Where sites
cross country or offshore borders, Natural England is working with the relevant
Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies (SNCBs) to produce joint advice.
Although there are legislative differences between the designations that make up the
network of MPAs, conservation advice applies to all of the following protected sites:
•
•
•
•

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)
Special Protection Areas (SPAs)
Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs)
Ramsar sites 3

Back to Top

3. The Conservation Advice Packages
The development of the conservation advice packages on the Designated Sites
System (DSS) 4 was set up in response to the Habitats & Wild Birds Directive
Implementation Review (Defra, 2012) 5.
There are a number of recommended ways that the packages can be accessed.
(1) Via the Designated Sites System ‘Site Search Page’
(2) Via the Gov.uk Collection Page
(3) Via the Interactive Index Map
The aims of the conservation advice project are to support the delivery of a wellmanaged MPA network by enabling our advice, its format and our processes to be
kept up to date and stakeholder driven. The online packages improve the structure,
accessibility and clarity of Natural England’s advice.

2

Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009

For Ramsar sites, a decision has been made by Defra and Natural England not to produce Conservation Advice
packages, instead focussing on the production of High-Level Conservation Objectives. As the provisions on the
Habitats Regulations relating to Habitat Regulations Assessments (HRAs) extend to Ramsar sites, Natural
England considers the Conservation Advice packages for the overlapping European Marine Site designations to
be, in most cases, sufficient to support the management of the Ramsar interests.

3

4

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/

The Habitats & Wild Birds Directive Implementation Review (Defra, 2012) at
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69513/pb1
3724-habitats-review-report.pdf
5
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For more information about the marine conservation advice project please visit the
Marine conservation advice: project summary page on the GOV.UK website.
Back to Top

4: Environmental Assessments
This is Natural England’s suggested approach when using the components of our
conservation advice in assessments, but other organisations may advise differently.
The assessment processes covered in this document determine if activities, plans or
projects will impact on habitats and species within MPAs. They are the Habitats
Regulations Assessments (HRAs) for SACs, SPAs and Ramsar Sites and Marine
Conservation Zone Assessments for MCZs.
Conservation advice provides a framework for assessing developments and
activities; providing site specific information, in addition to highlighting activities that
are potentially capable of having an impact on the site and its features.
Back to Top

4.1 Discretionary Advice Service (DAS)
Natural England provides a charged discretionary advice service for developers. If
you require support please complete the form provided at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charged-environmental-advice-servicerequest-form.
We recommend early engagement with Natural England to identify and develop
solutions to resolve any impacts from developments on protected sites and species.
For more complex projects Natural England also provides an assessment scoping
service that will identify the assessment requirements for a proposed plan or project.
If required, this service can be requested via the DAS request form (link above).
Natural England can generate outputs for the potential pressure-pathways specific to
the proposed activity, in relation to the site. These outputs can then be worked
through as part of an assessment process that will clearly show how each potential
pressure-pathway has been considered, and whether the proposal might cause any
serious effects on site integrity, within the context of the conservation objectives.
Natural England can help applicants work through this process, under a DAS
contract.
Back to Top
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4.2 Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
In accordance with The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as
amended), all competent authorities must undertake a formal assessment of the
implications any new plan(s) or project(s) may be capable of having on the
designated features of a protected site, afterward deciding whether to undertake,
permit or authorise such a plan or project. This assessment comprises several
distinct stages which are conveniently and collectively described as a ‘Habitats
Regulations Assessment’ or HRA for short.
Carrying out the HRA process is the responsibility of the decision maker as the
Competent Authority. However, it is the responsibility of the applicant to provide the
Competent Authority with the information that they require for this purpose.
For reference please see the HRA Process Flowchart for a quick guide to the HRA
process.
Stages of an HRA - Note that the HRA is a step wise process and the stages must
be followed in order depending on the answer of each stage. The text below is an
interpretive summary of the stages of an HRA and does not ensure compliance with
the legislation. It can be used as a guide only.
1. Screening;
a. Is the activity occurring within or in close proximity to a site?
Note: Activities/plans or projects occurring at a large distance from a
protected site, may still have an impact on its features
b. Determine if the proposed plan/project is necessary for site
management for the purposes of conservation.

Figure 1. HRA flowchart – Screening stage
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2. Test for Likely Significant Effect
a. Is the plan or project likely to have a significant effect on designated
features of a site either alone or in-combination with other plans or
projects?

Figure 2. HRA flowchart – Test for Likely Significant Effect stage
3. Appropriate Assessment and Integrity Test;
a. Determine if the proposal has an adverse effect on the integrity of a
protected site.

Figure 3. HRA flowchart – Appropriate Assessment stage
4. Derogations;
a. Alternative Solutions
b. Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI)
c. Compensation Measures.
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Figure 4. HRA flowchart - Derogations stage
Back to Top

4.3 Marine Conservation Zone Assessment
In 2013, the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) introduced a phased
assessment process for MCZs 6, which other public bodies undertaking MCZ
assessments can follow to deliver their duties under section 126 of the Marine and
Coastal Access Act 2009 (MCAA). It should be noted that a MCZ assessment and
HRA are two different procedures and by carrying out one, it does not negate the
need to carry out the other. Section 126 of the MCAA places specific duties on all
public bodies in undertaking their licencing activities where they are capable of
hindering the conservation objectives of a MCZ. The MCAA does not dictate that a
staged process is necessary, however by carrying out a staged assessment, all of
the information needed to consider the features, their current status and the
conservation objectives will be available to the MMO.
For reference please see the MCZ Process Flowchart for a quick guide to the MCZ
assessment. For more information about MCZ Assessments please contact the
Marine Management Organisation (MMO).
Stages of an MCZ Assessment - The text below is an interpretive summary of the
stages of an MCZ Assessment and does not ensure compliance with the legislation.
It can be used as a guide only.

6

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marine-conservation-zones-mczs-and-marine-licensing
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1. Screening
a. Is the activity occurring within or near an MCZ; and
b. Is the activity capable of significantly affecting (i) the protected features
of an MCZ; or (ii) any ecological or geomorphological process on which
the conservation of any protected feature of an MCZ depends?

Figure 5. MCZ flowchart – Screening stage
2. Stage 1
a. Can any significant risk of the activity hindering the Conservation
Objectives of the MCZ be ruled out? And
b. Can the authority exercise its function to further the Conservation
Objectives of the site?
c. Are there other ways of carrying out the activity that would lessen
any predicted impact?
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Figure 6. MCZ flowchart – Stage 1

3. Stage 2

a. Public benefit
b. Measures of equivalent environmental benefit.

Figure 7. MCZ flowchart – Stage 2
Back to Top
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5: The Conservation Advice Packages – The components and how to apply
them
5.1 Overview
Natural England’s conservation advice packages are comprised of a number of
components, giving a picture of the site’s overall integrity. The aim of the various
components is to support decision-making and management in order for the site’s
conservation objectives to be achieved, as required by the relevant legislation.
Conservation advice does not replace bespoke site-specific advice provided by
Natural England and therefore Natural England must still be consulted during the
correct stages of assessment.

5.2 The components in detail
The package components are described below in the order that they are listed on each
‘Marine Site Detail’ page on the DSS, although each component may hold information
relevant to multiple stages of assessment.
For further guidance on navigating the packages please watch our ‘Navigating the
packages’ YouTube videos which can also be accessed through the ‘MPA CA
Guidance’ page on the DSS.

5.2.1 Site information
Description: A general summary of the site is presented in the site information table
(fig. 8). It includes information about the latest designation/classification date, and
links to general information about the site features. It also includes a list of the
classified or designated features within the site. The features are the species or
habitats that are legally protected. Links to generic information about the features
can be found within the site information table.
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Figure 8. Example of a Site Information Table
Application: Using the site information table as well as the Background Information
and Geography component (see section 5.2.3) you can determine the scope of an
assessment as they provide information about the site and its interest features. Site
and feature information may be useful for the screening stage of both HRAs and
MCZ assessments as well as being useful throughout other stages as a source of
information to refer back to.
Back to Top

5.2.2 Feature and subfeature descriptions
Description: The features of the site are listed within the site information table.
Clicking on the feature names will produce a pop up containing the site-specific feature
description and any subfeatures/supporting habitats (fig. 9).
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Figure 9. Feature and subfeature or supporting habitat descriptions pop-up box.
Accessed via the site information table.
Application: This section allows further understanding of the features, subfeatures
and supporting habitat as well as any additional site specific information to be
considered in an assessment. If you are carrying out an assessment that occurs within
or in close proximity to an SPA, use the Feature and subfeature description section to
determine the supporting habitat of bird features. If you are carrying out an
assessment that occurs within or in close proximity to an SAC, use the Feature and
subfeature description section to determine what the subfeatures for the overarching
habitat features are.
Back to Top

5.2.3 Background information and geography
Description: Provides further detail about the site, its location and ecological
importance (fig. 10).
Application: It is important to be familiar with the site and its ecological importance
when carrying out an assessment. The background information and geography sets
the site context in which the assessment is set.
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Figure 10. Background information and geography
Back to Top

5.2.4 Site Maps
Description: Site feature maps present the best available evidence held by Natural
England on the extent and distribution of protected features, subfeatures and
supporting habitats (not including mobile species) on a web-based GIS portal
MAGIC (fig. 11). Where mapping data is scarce in areas, or the feature is ephemeral
these maps may not be definitive. The mapping data is updated biannually as new
evidence comes in, and displayed on MAGIC.

Figure 11. MAGIC WebGIS Portal with MPA feature data
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Note: Joint and offshore sites and their MPA feature data are also available via the
JNCC MPA Mapper.
Application: MAGIC maps can be used to identify the area/footprint of the proposed
activity/plan/project and provide information on the extent and distribution of site
features. You can also locate and identify potential sites and features or supporting
habitats that may be affected directly or indirectly by a proposed activity and view the
underlying survey information within MAGIC. There are a wide range of additional
data layers available in MAGIC that could be used as part of an assessment (e.g.
Activity and Licence data layers).
Back to Top

5.2.5 Further mapping guidance
Navigate to your site/activity location within MAGIC
It is possible to navigate to your site/activity location on the MAGIC GIS system in
different ways:
•
•
•

Via MAGIC directly
Via the MAGIC hyperlink/bookmark within each Conservation Advice package
under the Site maps sections
Via the MAGIC hyperlink/bookmark on the Interactive index map behind each
site point.

Let’s look at these in turn.
(A) Via MAGIC directly
• Open up the MAGIC interactive GI map viewer
• This will direct you to the MAGIC home page
• Once in MAGIC you can navigate to a site of interest using the
search/navigational tools provided (see the useful help (?) button on
the tool bar (fig. 12) to guide you through).

Figure 12. MAGIC tool bar with help icon highlighted.
•

Click on the drop-down arrow next to the search bar to specify a search
parameter (place name/post code/co-ordinates) and then input this for
your proposed activity/plan/project into the space provided (fig. 13).
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Figure 13. MAGIC search bar
•

You should now be zoomed to your site/activity location.

•

To help you locate and display your site of interest, navigate to the
designated MPA site boundaries which are located under the following
tabs in the Table of Contents:
Designations > Marine Designations > Statutory > (fig. 14)

Figure 14. Navigation to the marine designated site boundaries
•

Check the required designation boundary on/off as required.
o Marine Conservation Zones
o Special Areas of Conservation
o Special Protection Areas

•

The symbology for each site designation can be viewed within the
legend in the Table of Contents (fig.15).
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Figure 15. Designated site boundaries on MAGIC.
•

Use the identify tool (i) along the top tool bar to find out more about the
designated site/s in your activity location/area of interest (fig.16).

Figure 16. Identity tool interrogating SPA boundary data layer.
(B) Via the MAGIC hyperlink/bookmark on each Conservation Advice
package
•
•
•

Navigate to the Conservation Advice package on the DSS.
Scroll down to the Site maps section
Click on the MAGIC website hyperlink (fig. 17)
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Figure 17. MAGIC bookmark within the Conservation Advice package.
•

This will navigate you to MAGIC and zoom to the specific site and its
features (fig. 18)

Figure 18. Magic bookmark/hyperlink example for Poole Harbour SPA.
(C) Via the hyperlink on the Interactive index map behind each site point.
• Navigate to the interactive index maps
• Search for your site name under the search box at the top of the page
(fig. 19)
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Figure 19. Interactive Index Maps – search bar
•

Select your site name from the list and click on the search icon. This
will zoom you to the selected site within the Interactive Index Mapper
(fig. 20).

Figure 20. Interactive Index Maps – hyperlinks
•

•
•

Click on the point of the selected site which will display some
hyperlinks to the Conservation Advice package and its key
components.
To navigate to MAGIC click on the More info hyperlink next to the
MAGIC feature maps
This will take you through to MAGIC zoomed to the specific site and its
features
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Back to Top
Interrogating MPA feature data: extent and distribution
•

•

You have used MAGIC to determine the location of your site/activity and now
you would like to know further information about your site, including the extent
and distribution of any protected features/subfeatures and supporting habitats.
You can do this by viewing the MPA feature mapping data. The MPA feature
data are located under the Marine tab within the Table of Contents and then
the Marine Protected Area features sub-grouping (fig 21).

Figure 21. Location of MPA feature data within the Table of Contents
Note: These will not display at the national scale so you will need to zoom in to your
site/activity interest via the search/navigational tools available if you have not already
done so.
•

•

Select a layer depending on the type of protected site you are looking at. You
can then expand the legend by clicking on the + sign to view the individual
features and their symbology. This will help you to understand the distribution
of specific features within or near to your site/activity.
Terrestrial habitats are located under the Habitats and Species tab and within
the Habitats sub-group in the Table of Contents. This includes the Priority
Content Owner: Conservation Advice Team
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Habitat Inventory (PHI) data, which will only be displayed at a local scale and
not at national.
Note: MAGIC only shows supporting habitat that occurs within the site boundary.
There may be supporting habitat that supports the protected species outside of the
site i.e. functionally linked land that could be impacted by the proposal, which would
also need to be considered within an assessment. Please seek Natural England’s
bespoke advice for more information on this matter.
Learn more about your site and its features by using the tools and other data
layers available in MAGIC
(a) Identity tool
• This can be used to interrogate specific points or polygons to learn more
about the underlying survey data (fig. 22 and fig. 23).

Figure 22. Identity tool.

Figure 23. Using the identity (i) tool in MAGIC
•

Scroll through the list of results to understand more about the features and
supporting habitats that may be affected by the activity proposal footprint

(b) Site Check Tool
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•
•

You can use the Site-Check tool available under the MAGIC tool bar to identify
sites and features.
The activity can be represented as either a point, line or polygon and a buffer
distance can be chosen to widen the search area as a precautionary approach
(fig. 24).
Seek advice from local Natural England staff if required.

Figure 24. Site Check tool in MAGIC
Back to Top
(c) Measuring area or distance within your footprint
• Use the Measure tool to measure area or distance of the feature to your
activity (fig. 25)
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Figure 25. Measuring tool in MAGIC
•
•

You can also use the Measure tool to calculate the extent of a particular
feature of interest.
For more help using the tools within MAGIC visit the Help Library.

Back to Top
In-combination Impacts
You can also explore current marine activities, plans and policies via the data portal
from the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) (fig. 26).
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Figure 26. MMO data portal
Sharing with colleagues
•

MAGIC Bookmarks
When you have investigated your site, its features and any other data
available to you in MAGIC you may like to share this view with
colleagues. You can do this by saving a bookmark/hyperlink by
choosing Create Bookmark from the tool bar (fig. 27).

Figure 27. Bookmark tool
•

Print map or search results
You may like to print out your map or site-check results to share with
colleagues. You can do this via the MAGIC print tool (fig. 28).

Figure 28. Print tool
Back to Top

5.2.6 Conservation Objectives
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Description: These are the specific objectives or targets that aim to safeguard the
features that are protected by the MPA designation (fig. 29). Conservation objectives
are written at feature level. They are high level, overarching objectives that capture
the importance of the site to the MPA network. Natural England’s conservation advice
looks at these objectives in more detail and advises how they can be achieved by
considering ecological attributes that contribute to site integrity (see section 5.2.7
Supplementary Advice section).
For further definitions of these terms see the MPA conservation advice glossary of
terms.

Figure 29. High level Conservation Objectives
Application: When undertaking either an HRA or MCZ assessment the conservation
objectives must be considered. Conservation objectives (including any
Supplementary Advice which may be available) provide the necessary context for all
HRAs. During the Test of Likely Significant Effect stage of an HRA, if/how the
proposed plan or project may impact on the conservation objectives should be
considered. A European Court ruling has defined a ‘likely significant effect’ as one
that is likely to undermine the conservation objectives of a site (ECJ Waddenzee) 7.
Furthermore during the Appropriate Assessment stage of an HRA, it is determined
whether the plan or project will have an adverse effect on the integrity of the site(s),
in view of the conservation objectives. Site integrity is described in further detail in
the Supplementary Advice section (5.2.7) below. Additionally the Screening stage of
an MCZ Assessment determines whether an activity is capable of affecting (other
than insignificantly) the protected features of an MCZ or processes on which they
depend on. Stage 1 of an MCZ assessment determines if you can rule out any
significant risk of the activity hindering the conservation objectives of the MCZ. Stage
7

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&num=C-127/02
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1 of the MCZ Assessment also questions whether the MMO can exercise its
functions to further the Conservation Objectives of the site.
Back to Top

5.2.7 Supplementary Advice on Conservation Objectives (SACOs)
Description: The SACOs (fig. 30) describe a range of ecological attributes that
contribute to the site’s overall integrity. Site specific attribute targets are provided;
where possible targets are quantified. Site-specific supporting notes are provided
where there is available evidence.
Note: Bespoke site-specific advice from Natural England will ensure correct
interpretation and application of this advice.
Application: The SACOs provide further detail about the protected features’ extent
and distribution, structure, function and supporting processes. The implications of the
plan or project on the specific attributes and targets listed in the advice will be taken
into account by Natural England when reviewing an Appropriate Assessment under
the Habitats Regulations. The SACOs can also be used to inform Stage 1 of an MCZ
assessment in a similar way.

Figure 30. An example of a SACO table, where the target for the ‘Distribution:
presence and spatial distribution of biological communities’ is ‘Maintain’ for ‘Mudflats
and sandflats covered by seawater at low tide’.
Back to Top
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5.2.8 Advice on Operations (AoO)
Description:
The Advice on Operations (AoO) component identifies pressures associated with the
most commonly occurring marine activities, and provides a detailed assessment of the
feature/subfeature or supporting habitat sensitivity to these pressures. This
information is presented in a sensitivity assessment matrix (fig. 31).
Note: The AoO matrix includes information on the sensitivity of a feature to a specific
pressure. This information is derived from the sensitivity assessment which is
underpinned by evidence and uses ‘pressure benchmarks’ The pressure benchmark
is a representation of the likely intensity of a pressure caused by typical activities, and
does not represent at any time a threshold of an ‘acceptable’ intensity of a pressure.

Figure 31. Advice on Operations: Sensitivity Assessment Matrix.
Application:
The Advice on Operations section provides an initial assessment of whether a
proposed plan or project (or ongoing activity) may have an impact on a feature in the
site. The sensitivity assessments should be used at an early stage of a plan or project
when considering the potential impacts of an activity. Advice on Operations should be
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used in conjunction with the specific details of a proposed plan or project (e.g. indirect
and/or additive impacts, activity duration, time of year, scale etc.) and the site-specific
Supplementary Advice on Conservation Objectives (SACOs) in order to develop
assessments of impacts to features within the site.
Note: When using this component of Conservation Advice, it is important to remember
to consider the construction, maintenance and operational stages of plans/projects or
activities.
Selecting an activity and producing a sensitivity assessment matrix
•
•
•
•
•

Select the activity using the activity tree.
Click on the black arrows to open more activities.
You can only select one activity at a time.
By hovering the cursor over the activity you can see a description
of what that activity includes (fig.32).
Once you have selected your activity click on the ‘View advice on
operations for selected activity’ button to bring up the sensitivity
assessment matrix (fig. 31).

Figure 32. Hovering the cursor over an activity in the activity tree allows you to see
what that activity includes. Here the activity ‘Piling’ under the ‘Ports and Harbours
(construction)’ heading is defined as ‘the process of forcing a pile (tube, stake, beam
or sheet) into substrate to create a foundation for a structure. Commonly used for
construction of foundations for structures e.g. quay walls, coastal defences, moorings ,
pontoons, jetties etc. Incudes consideration of vessels/machinery/vehicles and
materials associated with activity.’

Understanding the sensitivity assessment matrix
•

Pressures are listed on the left hand side (fig. 31); click on the pressure names
to see the activity/pressure justification (fig. 34).
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•
•
•

•
•

The sites features, subfeatures and/or supporting habitats are listed along the
top of the matrix.
See the middle intersections of the sensitivity assessment matrix for the
sensitivity assessments (fig. 31 and 33).
Clicking on the sensitivity assessments will bring up pressure description and
benchmark as well as the sensitivity assessment details including justifications
and any underlying evidence (fig. 35).
The Risk Profiling is represented by colour coding the pressures; red for
medium to high risk or white for low risk (fig. 36).
Legends explaining the sensitivity matrix can be found by scrolling to the bottom
of the AoO page.

Figure 33. Sensitivity assessments. Here we can see sensitivity assessments for both
direct interactions (those without an *) and for indirect interactions (those with an *).
For example, the green “S” represents a direct interaction between the pressure and
feature and evidence to suggest that the feature is sensitive to that pressure at the
benchmark. The white “NS” and “NS* represent Not Sensitive at the benchmark for
both direct and indirect interactions (respectively).

Figure 34. Advice on Operations: Activity Pressure Justification.
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Figure 35. Advice on Operations: Pressure Description, benchmark and sensitivity
assessment details

Figure 36. Risk profiling of pressures - red for medium to high risk or white for low risk
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Using the matrix in an assessment
The information from the sensitivity matrix, together with knowledge of the protected
site and the proposed scheme i.e. Feature-Activity-Pressure combinations + Site
Specific knowledge can be used to form a judgement of the impact pathways and
potential for the proposal to impact the integrity of the site.
•

•

Any features/subfeatures/supporting habitats where there is no realistic
pathway of interaction e.g. due to distance from proposed works or isolated
nature of the feature can be screened out of the assessment.
Any low risk pressures where there is no case-specific reason where the risk
would be increased for the plan/project in question can also be screened out.

Note: There are only marine activities included in AoO section. Bespoke advice from
Natural England will be needed where land-based activities have the potential to
affect an MPA. In addition, as previously mentioned, SPA and Ramsar supporting
habitat outside of the site boundary are not included in the AoO section, as per the
mapping, and will also require bespoke advice from Natural England.
Pre-application advice can be sought through Natural England’s Discretionary Advice
Service covered earlier in this document (see section 4.1)
Back to Top

5.2.9 Advice on Seasonality
Description: The seasonality tables indicate the months in which significant numbers
of each protected mobile species are most likely to be using the site during a typical
calendar year (fig. 37).

Figure 37. Example of an Advice on Seasonality Table.
Application: Applicants considering plans or projects scheduled in the periods
highlighted in green would benefit from early consultation with Natural England given
the greater scope for there to be likely significant effects that require consideration.
The months which are not highlighted in green are not ones in which the features are
necessarily absent, rather that features may be present in less significant numbers in
typical years; however, there may still be a potential for significant effect.
Back to Top
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6: Additional Information for Consideration
6.1 Feature Condition
In 2016, Natural England trialled and rolled out a new condition assessment
methodology that provides robust results and information on the condition of marine
features within MPAs. Where available, these assessments can be accessed via
marine site detail pages, although these assessments do not form part of our
conservation advice packages.
Note: Natural England’s Marine Condition Assessment methodology is currently only
applied to ‘marine habitat features’ listed in Annex I of the EC Habitats Directive. These
are: coastal lagoons, estuaries, large shallow inlets and bays, mudflats and sandflats
not covered by seawater at low tide, reefs, sandbanks which are slightly covered by
sea water all the time, and submerged or partially submerged sea caves. Other
features (marine species, coastal habitats) are assessed using different
methodologies (e.g. SSSI assessments, accessible on DSS on the site detail pages
of the respective SSSI), or in some cases by the JNCC (e.g. marine mammals).

6.2 Management Measures
The information listed in this section details some of the management measures
(regulatory and voluntary) that are currently in place in English Waters, that either
directly or indirectly help to protect the features of the site. When carrying out an
environmental assessment, planning an operation or assessing an operation or
proposal, it is important to consult with the organisations listed in this section where
applicable (use the links provided).
To find out if any management measures, byelaws or other restrictions apply to your
activity within the relevant MPA, see the management measures page for that site.

6.3 Further Information
For further information relating to a site or the packages, please refer to the resources
provided in this section.
Back to Top
END OF DOCUMENT
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