County: Devon Site Name: Devon Great Consoles
District: West Devon

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Local Planning Authority: Devon County Council, West Devon Borough Council
National Grid Reference: SX 431735 Area: 0.3 (ha) 0.7 (ac)

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 201 1:10,000: SX 47 SW

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): — Date of Last Revision: —

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1985 Date of Last Revision: —

Other Information:
A new site.

Description and Reasons for Notification:
The site consists of a mine dump resulting from the working of the largest sulphide lode in
South West England — a vein which was worked for some 4 km, largely for copper.

Most of the other dumps associated with their vein have been reworked but the present site is
relatively untouched and is indicative of the original vein mineralogy. The dump provides fine
examples of massive arsenopyrite and “comby’ quartz containing well crystallised siderite
(iron carbonate) and francolite (a variety of apatite). Large blocks of siderite are also plentiful.
These carbon-rich ‘gangue’ minerals are typical of veins within the calcareous Upper Devonian
rocks but are rarely associated with mineralisation elsewhere in South West England.

As most of the copper has been removed, and the arsenopyrite is resistant to weathering, there
are few secondary copper/arsenic minerals and the dump thus provides a good example of the
primary mineralisation of the area.



