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Other Information:
A new site.

Reasons for Notification:

The site combines one of the best remaining examples of semi-natural limestone
grassland in Leicestershire with adjacent species-rich roadside verges in
Lincolnshire. The grassland type is representative of swards developed on soft
limestones in eastern and southern England.

Biology

Ryhall Pasture lies on a north-west facing slope and has developed on soils derived
from the Jurassic Upper Lincolnshire Limestone. The sward is characterised by the
predominance of tor-grasachypodiunpinnatum upright bromeBromus

erectusand red fescuBestucarubra, with quaking grasBriza mediaand cock’s-

foot Dactylisglomerataalso frequent. The rich herb flora is notable for the

abundance of such typical species as clustered bellflGampanula glomerata

greater knapwee@entaureascabiosadwarf thistleCirsiumacaule cowslip
Primulaverisand salad burn&anguisorbaminor. The adjoining roadside verge

also exhibits a rich calcareous flora characterised by the abundance of knapweed
Centaureanigra andC. scabiosaand by the occurrence of such plant species as
rockroseHelianthemunthamaecistuand the knapweed broomrapeobanche

elatior. Adjacent hedges are rich in shrub species and the site provides suitable
habitat for a range of insect species characteristic of grassland and woodland edge.



