File ref:
C o u n t y : Devon

Site Name: Ladram Bay to Sidmouth

District: East Devon
Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981, as amended.
Local Planning Authority: Devon County Council, East Devon District Council
National Grid Reference: SY 096847 to 106860

Area: 18.4 (ha) 45.5 (ac)

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000:
NW

1:10,000: SY 08 SE, NE; SY 18

192

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1952
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1 9 8 6

(part)

Date of Last Revision: 1 9 7 6
Date of Last Revision: –

Other
Information:
Amended from previous Windgate Cliffs SSSI by extension and deletion.
In East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (above HWM), and Heritage Coast.
Description and Reasons for Notification:
Ladram Bay is an important site for coastal geomorphology.
A series of welldeveloped cliffs, stacks and shore platforms cut in the red sandstones of the Keuper
represent one of very few assemblages of such forms in southern Britain.
Moreover, they are unique in Britain in being formed in the relatively easily
eroded sandstone, and owe their preservation largely to the relatively low energy
regime in which they occur.
The shore platforms are structurally controlled to the
extent that some surfaces coincide with joint plates, while erosion along nearvertical joints has played a major role in isolating stacks from the mainland.
The cliffs below High Peak and Chit Rocks at Sidmouth, have yielded remains of
Middle Triassic fossil fish, amphibians and reptiles.
Specimens of the
labyrinthodont M a s t o d o n s a u r u s (including type material) and the rhynchosaur
R h y n c h o s a u r u s are closely similar to forms from the Warwick and Bromsgrove
area in the Midlands, and allow correlation between the two areas.
The remains
from High Peak are disarticulated but well preserved, and fresh cliff falls will
almost certainly yield more material.
The best fauna of Middle Triassic fossil
vertebrates in southern Britain.

