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Other Information:

Description and Reasons for Notification:

The site consists of an area of alder carr and wet pastureland situated in the upper reaches
of the river Blackwater on the northern fringes of the Breckland region. The site forms an
excellent example of the carr woodland—wet grassland habitat complex characteristic of
local river valleys and is unusual in supporting a nationally scarce woodland stand-type
with a rich ground flora typical of ancient woodland.

Throughout much of the carr neglected Aldérus glutinosacoppice dominates,
intermixed with AshFraxinus excelsioat the north-western end. Bird CheRyunus
padusis abundant throughout the shrub layer in association with Dog@oauais
sanguineaand Guelder Rosdiburnum opulusWillows are largely confined to the
woodland edge, adjacent to the river Blackwater.

The ground flora is very diverse and although the wood appears from historical evidence
not to be ancient, many of the plants present are characteristic of this woodland type. Dog’s
MercuryMercurialis perennisand NettldUrtica dioicadominate the ground layer, with

Herb ParidParis quadrifoliaoccurring frequently throughout. Early Purple Ordbidhis

mascula Common Twaybladkistera ovataand Nettle-leaved Bellflow&ampanula
tracheliumare present, together with Moschadbxa moschatellinand WoodrufiGalium
odoratum A series of overgrown drainage ditches supports wetland species including
Lesser Pond Sedggarex acutiformisYellow Flaglris pseudacorusind Water Avens

Geum rivale The northern strip of woodland is drier and consists of @adrcus robur
standards over Haz€lorylus avellanaoppice with a more limited ground flora.

Wet neutral pasture to the north-west of the carr is dominated by Yorkshikolkog
lanatus Lesser Pond Sed@arex acutiformisand rusheduncusspp Fen Bedstraw
Galium uliginosums present and the Crowfd@anunculus penicillatugccurs in shallow
ditches, while to the north-west Reed Canary GPaisdaris arundinaceaominates. On
drier ground Downy Oat-grags/enula pubescernd Hairy Sedg€arex hirtaare
present.

The site is a wintering ground for snipe and water rail, and green sandpiper have been
recorded.



