CITATION
COUNTY: DEVON

SITE NAME: SOUTH DARTMOOR

DISTRICT: WEST DEVON, SOUTH HAMS
Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 as amended
Local Planning Authority: DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL, Dartmoor National Park
National Grid Reference: SX 630690

Area: 9668.2 (ha.) 23890.2 (ac.)

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 202

1:10,000: SX 56 SE; SX 56 NE; SX 66 NW;
SX 66 SE; SX 66 SW; SX 67 SE;
SX 67 SW

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1952

Date of Last Revision: 1976

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1989

Date of Last Revision: Ð

Other Information:
Site name changed from Central South Dartmoor. Boundary amended by extension and
deletion. The site now includes High-house Waste, which was formerly part of Hawn's
Wood and High House Moor SSSI (now Dendles Wood SSSI). Part of the site originally
notified in 1951 has since been renotified as part of the Holne Woodlands SSSI Nature
Conservation Review Site. Geological Conservation Review Site (in part). Site lies wholly
within Dartmoor National Park.
Description and Reasons for Notification:
This upland site contains some of the most extensive areas of blanket bog, mixed valley
mire and unimproved acidic grassland/heathland mosaic in southern Britain. Several of the
communities present are restricted to South West England. It also contains a locality of
national geological importance.
The site is located on the southern part of the Dartmoor granite outcrop, at an altitude of
between 350 and 500 metres. The annual rainfall is very high, reaching 200cm on the
highest ground. The headwaters of several of the major rivers of southern Devon are found
within the site. The soils are acidic and consist mainly of peats, more than a metre thick in
places, and gleyed stagnohumic soils. The area is virtually treeless and heavily grazed by
livestock.
Blanket bog occurs on the highest ground, characterised by the presence of abundant bog
mosses, especially Sphagnum papillosum, S. auriculatum, S. capillifolium, and S.
magellanicum along with flowering plants such as Common Cottongrass Eriophorum
angustifolium, HareÕs-tail Cotton-grass E. vaginatum, Purple Moorgrass Molinia
caerulea, Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix, Heather Calluna vulgaris and Deergrass
Trichophorum cespitosum. The rare Sphagnum imbricatum is present.

Many of the slopes are covered the acidic upland grassland of a type restricted to SouthWest England with Purple Moor-grass, SheepÕs Fescue Festuca ovina, Mat-grass Nardus
stricta and Bristle Bent Agrostis curtisii as the dominant species. In many areas this
vegetation forms a mosaic with Heather and Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus; in other areas
Bilberry alone is the dominant shrub, and here mosses such as Pleurozium schreberi,
Rhytidiadelphus loreus, Racomitrium lanuginosum, Hylocomium splendens, Thuidium
tamariscinum and Hypnum jutlandicum are abundant. The granite boulders strewn across
much of the site have rich upland lichen flora, with the large Umbilicaria pustulata being
particularly conspicuous.
The mires and bog pools occurring in the valley bottoms are among the finest and least
disturbed of their type in Britain. They are characterised by the bog mosses Sphagnum
palustre, S. pulchrum, S. recurvum and Polytrichum commune, and herbs such as Bottle
Sedge Carex rostrata, Star Sedge C. echinata, Soft-rush Juncus effusus and Sharp-flowered
Rush J. acutiflorus are common. Marsh Clubmoss Lycopodiella inundatum is one of the
more unusual plant species present.
Birds breeding on the site include Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus, Dunlin Calidris alpina,
Snipe Gallinago gallinago, Winchat Saxicola rubetra, and Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe,
all species uncommon in Southern England.
Blacklane Brook provides important palynological data on Flandrian vegetation history
and environmental change on southern Dartmoor. The pollen sequence is calibrated by
radiocarbon dating and constitutes a valuable record of the palaeoecological history of this
important area of S W England.

