Notification Date: 13 January 1986
COUNTY: HEREFORD & WORCESTER

SITE NAME: PIPERSHILL COMMON

DISTRICT: WYCHAVON

SITE REF: 15 WSK

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981.
Local Planning Authority: HEREFORD & WORCESTER COUNTY COUNCIL,
Wychavon District Council
National Grid Reference: SO 958650

Area: 15.62 (ha.) 38.6 (ac.)
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Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1956

Date of Last Revision: –

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1986

Date of Last Revision: –

Other Information:
The site is registered as common land. Boundary alteration (reduction).
Reasons for Notification:
Pipershill Common is one of the few remaining areas of ancient wood pasture in
Worcestershire. It lies on soils derived from the Keuper Marl.
The Common contains some of the largest and oldest specimens of mature and over-mature
trees now found in the county. Many of these trees are ancient pollards with large spreading
crowns typical of wood pasture and ancient parkland.
The woodland occupies a plateau and west facing slopes. The soils of the plateau appear to
be leached and are more acid than those of the slopes. On the plateau the main tree species
are beech Fagus sylvatica and pedunculate oak Quercus robur with some sweet chestnut
Castanea sativa. Much of this woodland where beech predominates is densely shaded and
characteristically lacks a good shrub layer or ground flora. However where the beech cover
gives way to oak allowing more light penetration a ground flora dominated by bracken
Pteridium aquilinum and creeping soft-grass Holcus mollis is present.
On the slopes the soils are calcareous and damper. Here ash Fraxinus excelsior becomes
more common and the shrub layer is richer with species such as hawthorn Crataegus
monogyna, hazel Corylus avellana, holly Ilex aquifolium and goat willow Salix caprea
present. The ground flora also reflects the calcareous nature of the soil with abundant dog’s
mercury Mercurialis perennis and enchanter’s nightshade Circaea lutetiana.
The woodland also contains a number of locally uncommon plant species including
broadleaved helleborine Epipactis helleborine, purple helleborine E. purpurata and bird’snest orchid Neottia nidus-avis.
One or two small flushes and a pool also occur within the site, the last supporting a small
population of characteristic wetland plants such as reedmace Typha latifolia, yellow waterlily Nuphar lutea and broadleaved pondweed Potamogeton natans.
The area is one of the most notable in this part of the West Midlands for fungi with over
200 species recorded. These include less common species such as truffle Choirmyces
meandriformis, beefsteak fungus Fistula hepatica and chanterelle Cantharellus cibarius.

The presence of so many ancient trees with their cracks and fissures provide many sites for
hole nesting birds such as tree-creeper Certhia familiaris, redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus,
and all three native woodpeckers.

