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Description and Reasons for Notification
Bould Wood is an ancient semi-natural woodland which has been historically managed as coppice with standards. At least
five stand types are represented in the wood, with oak being the dominant tree over much of the woodland. Other habitats
included in the site are a wet, unimproved meadow, a pond, and two streams. Unlike other woodlands in north-west
Oxfordshire, Bould Wood has extensive areas of acidic, as well as basic soils. Reflecting these varied soil types Bould
Wood supports a diverse flora and fauna.
Bould Wood lies in the valley of the River Evenlode and occupies gently sloping land with a north easterly aspect. The
site is underlain by base-rich Lower Lias clays which are, in part, covered by more acidic sand, gravel and boulder clay
deposits.
The most widespread of the oak stand types in the wood are lowland hazel-pedunculate oak and acid pedunculate oakhazel-ash, with ash present as standards and coppice. The understorey layers of both types include hawthorn, crab apple,
elder, goat willow Salix caprea and raspberry Rubus idaeus. A few areas of mature oak-hazel coppice have an
understorey of birch, rowan and regenerating oak and there are also blocks of lowland birch-pedunculate oak woodland.
The ground flora of the oak woodland is dominated by bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., bluebell Hyacinthoides nonscripta and bracken Pteridium aquilinum with wood sorrel Oxalis acetosella and climbing corydalis Corydalis
claviculata occurring locally.
The north-eastern block of the site, adjacent to Cocksmoor Copse, comprises two types of wet ash-maple stand. The first
type is ash-hazel-maple coppice, intermixed with birch, hawthorn, elder and dogwood. The ground flora of this stand type
includes early purple orchid Orchis mascula, twayblade Listera ovata, primrose Primula vulgaris, pignut Conopodium
majus and wild angelica Angelica sylvestris. The second stand type is hazel-maple-ash with oak and ash standards, and
also containing birch, aspen and goat willow. The ground flora of this section contains plants not common elsewhere in
the wood, including sanicle Sanicula europaea, wood goldilocks Ranunculus auricomus, wood meadow grass Poa
nemoralis, wood melick Melica uniflora, hard shield fern Polystichum aculeatum and herb Paris Paris quadrifolia.
The woodland contains a diverse lower plant flora. The fungi include several regionally uncommon species such as rough
shank toadstool Collybia tuberosa, tricholoma toadstool Tricholoma lascivum and the small ascomycete fungus
Cudoniella clavus. The lichens recorded include Cladonia polydactyla, Catillaria prasina, Graphis scripta, Cetraria
chlorophylla and Usnea subfloridana. Several of these lichens are specifically associated with deciduous woodland
and are found on bark, logs or rocks.
Open rides in the wood contain patches of heather Calluna vulgaris, purple moor grass Molinia caerulea and bog moss
Sphagnum spp. on the acid soils and skullcap Scutellaria galericulata in the wetter rides. Several uncommon mosses
and liverworts grow along the rides including Anthoceros punctatus, Dicranella rufescens, Fossombronia wondraczeki
and Philonotis capillaris.

OVER/

A wet meadow on the northern boundary of the site, adjacent to the River Evenlode, supports great burnet Sanguisorba
officinalis, devil's-bit scabious Succisa pratensis, betony Stachys officinalis and the regionally uncommon lady's mantles
Alchemilla xanthochlora and A. filicaulis sub-species vestita. Wetland species growing in the pond and streams include
lesser spearwort Ranunculus flammula, sweet grass Glyceria fluitans and brooklime Veronica beccabunga.
The wood has twenty-two species of butterfly recorded including the regionally uncommon wood white, white admiral and
silver-washed fritillary. Bould Wood is one of the very few sites in Oxfordshire which still supports the silver-washed
fritillary, a butterfly which has declined nationally and regionally in the last decade. Other uncommon insects include the
lesser marsh grasshopper Chorthippus albomarginatus, a species associated with wet, grassy sites, and the hoverflies
Ferdinandea cuprea and Brachyopa scutellaris which are found in association with sap runs on deciduous trees.
The vertebrate fauna of the wood includes foxes, grass snake, adder and a long-standing badger population. The site holds
a large range of breeding birds including snipe.

