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Description and Reasons for Notification
A small but diverse site situated in the grounds of Wellington College near Crowthorne in south-east Berkshire. It
comprises a valley bog or mire, with associated areas of wet heath and marsh grazing into dry heath and secondary
woodland. The bog is one of the richest in the county, in terms of bryophytes (mosses and liverworts) and flowering plants,
containing several species which are uncommon or rare in southern Britain.
The site consists of a shallow valley, drained by a small stream which has cut through Plateau Gravel deposits into the
underlying sands and loams of the Barton and Bracklesham Beds. Acidic, free draining podzolised soils have formed on
the highest ground whereas in the valley bottom poorer drainage, coupled with the acidic conditions, have resulted in the
build-up of peat and the development of the bog itself.
Bog mosses Sphagnum spp., especially two widespread species S. papillosum and S. capillifolium predominate in the
permanently waterlogged open mire. Also occurring are S. magellanicum, which is uncommon in southern Britain, and
S. cuspidatum which is found around the few small pools. Two local liverworts Cephalozia connivens and Kurzia
pauciflora are abundant.
Growing amongst the Sphagnum, the insectivorous round-leaved sundew Drosera rotundifolia is particularly common.
Other characteristic species include bog asphodel Narthecium ossifragum and common cottongrass Eriophorum
angustifolium. Cross-leaved heath Erica tetralix and purple moor-grass Molinia caerulea become more frequent and
eventually co-dominant as the bog grades into a typical wet heath community. Associated species include sharp-flowered
rush Juncus acutiflorus and deergrass Trichophorum cespitosum.
Wet heath of a somewhat different nature has developed in the western part of the site. Here, trampling and other forms
of disturbance have compacted the peat in places and have led to local variations in waterlogging and vegetation cover.
Sphagnum compactum and S. tenellum are particularly suited to these conditions and occur in large amounts, together
with S. molle, a rare species in southern Britain found nowhere else in Berkshire. Associated plants include many-stalked
rush Eleocharis multicaulis, star sedge Carex echinata, white beak-sedge Rhynchospora alba, heath rush Juncus
squarrosus, bog pimpernel Anagallis tenella and common lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica.
Adjacent open areas include base-poor marsh and damp acidic grassland. These support green-ribbed sedge Carex
binervis, bulbous rush Juncus kochii, meadow thistle Cirsium dissectum and devil's-bit scabious Succisa pratensis. The
stream itself supports a little marginal vegetation, but is well shaded by a carr of downy birch Betula pubescens and grey
willow Salix cinerea with alder buckthorn Frangula alnus. Sphagnum recurvum is common here and bog pondweed
Potamogeton polygonifolius occurs.
Away from the bog and wet heath, heather Calluna vulgaris dominates drier, open areas. Bell heather Erica cinerea
also occurs with gorse Ulex europaeus, petty whin Genista anglica, heath groundsel Senecio sylvaticus and tormentil
Potentilla erecta. Grassy areas occur, especially beside paths, supporting wavy hair-grass Deschampsia flexuosa, heath
grass Danthonia decumbens and slender rush Juncus tenuis.
There is woodland around the perimeter of much of the site, consisting mainly of oak, silver birch, rowan and Scots pine.
Birch and Scots pine also occur as saplings, scrub or scattered trees over parts of the heath.
Wooded and open habitats together form a structurally diverse community which is undoubtedly important for insects and

other invertebrates. Two uncommon species are found: the bog bush-cricket Metrioptera brachyptera and the keeled
skimmer dragonfly Orthetrum coerulescens. These inhabit the open mire and are restricted to this type of habitat in
southern Britain.

