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Farlington Marshes (118.9 ha) is a Local Nature Reserve owned by Portsmouth City
Council and managed by the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Naturalists’ Trust under a
long lease; 550 ha including a series of saltmarsh islands and extensive mud flats
are owned by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.
Reasons

for

Notification:

Langstone Harbour is a tidal basin which at high water resembles an almost landlocked lake. At low water extensive mud flats are exposed, drained by three main
channels which unite to make a common and narrow exit to the sea. The harbour
includes one of the largest areas of mixed saltmarsh on the south coast, and
extensive cord-grass Spartina anglica marsh in an advanced state of degeneration.
The Site of Special Scientific Interest including Farlington Marshes, a peninsula of
grassland and marsh on reclaimed tidal silt protected by a sea wall; and a similar
but much smaller area at Southmoor in the north-east of the harbour. The harbour
is of international importance as a rich intertidal system supporting high densities
of intertidal invertebrates and large populations of migrant and overwintering
waders and wildfowl, dependent upon them and upon the extensive beds of eelgrass
Z o s t e r a species. The Zostera angustifolia and Z. noltii beds are among the largest in
Britain.
The harbour is among the twenty most important intertidal areas in
Britain as a summer and autumn assembly ground for waders during the moult
(when they require abundant high protein food) and as a post-moult wintering
ground. Dunlin Calidris alpina often exceed 30,000 individuals, or 6% of the British
winter population, or 3% of the European and North African wintering population.
Grey plover Pluvialis squatarola and black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa achieve
numbers which represent 1–2% of the European and North African migration
flyway population;
and redshank Tringa totanus and ringed plover C h a r a d r i u s
hiaticula do so periodically. At times as many as 20% of the black-tailed godwit, 8%
of the ringed plover and 8-10% of the grey plover wintering in Britain are present
in the harbour.
The total numbers of waders present sometimes exceeds 40,000.
Langstone Harbour and the adjoining and connected Portsmouth and Chichester
Harbours form a single, coherent ecosystem which is among the ten most
important intertidal areas for waders in Britain. In the 1970s and 1980s Langstone
Harbour alone has consistently supported in excess of 5,000 wintering dark-bellied
geese Branta bernicla, or 5-10% of the world population depending on fluctuating
population levels. It has supported up to 2.5% of the European winter population of
shelduck Tadorna tadorna and regularly supports substantial numbers of other
ducks in autumn and winter.
Farlington
vegetation

Marshes intrudes into
is strongly influenced

the north-west sector of the harbour.
by drainage water from the chalk and

Its
by

brackish water infiltration.
The marshes embrace a variety of habitats – brackish
marsh, fresh marsh, a large lagoon with associated reed P h r a g m i t e s beds, A g r o s t i s
s t o l o n i f e r a grassland and scrub.
It is a vital high water wader roost for the
Harbour and a major feeding ground for Brent geese after the Z o s t e r a beds in the
Harbour have been consumed.
Few comparable sites have survived agricultural
improvement on the south and east coasts of England, where the habitat was
formerly common:
the grassland flora is especially rich for reclaimed silt, and
includes over 50 species of grasses.
Southmoor shares these characteristics but is
much smaller.
Langstone Harbour has been the forum for important ecological research on
estuarine eutrophication and the relationship with algal blanketing of the muds,
changes in invertebrate communities and changes in the composition of
vertebrate predator communities.

