COUNTY: HAMPSHIRE/DORSET

SITE NAME: EBBLAKE BOG SSSI

Local Planning Authorities: HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL, Dorset
County Council; New Forest District Council; Wimborne District Council
National Grid Reference: SU 105071

Area: 12.9/31.87
Hampshire: 10.2/25.2 (ha./ac.);
Dorset: 2.7/6.67 (ha./ac.)

Ordnance Survey Sheets: 1:50,000: 195 1:25,000: SU00/10
Date Notified (1949 Act): Ð

Date of Last Revision: Ð

Date Notified (1981 Act): 1985

Date of Last Revision: Ð

Other Information:
The SSSI within Hampshire is managed by the Forestry Commission.
Reasons for Notification:
Ebblake Bog is an acid mire in the upper valley of the Moors River and has
developed on a section of the river valley with a poor hydraulic gradient which
has permitted the accumulation of relatively deep peat. Valley mires are rare
habitats in lowland England, being confined mainly to The New Forest and the
Poole Basin, with a few small, outlying sites elsewhere. The habitat is now
internationally scarce and the relatively few remaining undamaged mires, of
which Ebblake Bog is one, thus assume special nature conservation importance.
The age of the mire is unknown and the peat profile has, in part, been truncated
by peat digging at some undocumented period. The mire is especially interesting
ecologically because it is morphologically similar to those of the nearby New
Forest, but is ungrazed by commonable stock and has probably been so since at
least the 1920s.
The composition of the plant communities lateral to the mire axis are thus
somewhat different from those of most New Forest mires, even though the range
of species present is no less great. Most plant species characteristic of southern
valley mires are present and are generally disposed in a lateral zonation
dominated respectively by sallow Salix cinerea carr, bog myrtle Myrica gale and
purple moor grass Molinia caerulea and Sphagnum moss lawns in which bog
asphodel Narthecium ossifragum, cotton grass Eriophorum angustifolium, white
beak-sedge Rhynchospora alba, and the sundews Drosera rotundifolia and D.
intermedia are abundant. The mire remains saturated throughout the year and
there are a number of shallow pools probably formed in former peat diggings.
Purple moor grass is more abundant throughout the mire than in the grazed mires
of the New Forest. On its east side Ebblake Bog adjoins conifer plantations
which in places have failed, leaving a wet heath vegetation beyond the limits of
the Sphagnum communities.

Ebblake Bog supports a large population of the bog bush-cricket Metrioptera
brachyptera and appears to be rich in dragonflies (Odonata).

