SITE NOTIFIED TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON 4TH DECEMBER 1987
COUNTY: CORNWALL SITE NAME: STEEPLE POINT TO MARSLAND MOUTH
DISTRICT: NORTH CORNWALL

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 as amended

Local Planning Authority: CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL, North Cornwall District
Council

National Grid Reference: SS 212174 to SS 202116 Area: 342.8 (ha.) 847.1 (ac.)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 190 1:10,000: SS 21 SW, NW, NE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): Part Notified 1973 Date of Last Revision: 1977
Extended 1977

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1987 Date of Last Revision: —

Other Information:

Area to north of county boundary notified as Marsland to Blackchurch Rock SSSI.
Previously two separate sites: Steeple Point to Blackchurch Rock and Marsland Mouth.
Majority of the site is within both the North Cornwall Heritage Coast and North Cornwall
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Boundary amended by deletion.

Description and Reasons for Notification:

This section of the north Cornwall coastline stretching from Steeple Rdimt 5

northwards to Marsland Mouth on the Devon border supports a rich and diverse flora and
fauna associated with a wide range of habitats. Oceanic flora is well represented on this
exposed west-facing coastal site.

This site is underlain by Upper Carboniferous Culm Measures, comprising of well-bedded
shales and siltstones. Differential weathering of the strata has resulted in the formation of a
series of deep-sided east-west trending stream valleys, some of which terminate abruptly at
the coast in waterfalls, up to 15 metres high. While others have formed wider, deeper
valleys with small alluvial flats, such as at Duckpool to the south. Elsewhere the coastline
consists of steep high cliffs rising to some 137 metres at Henna ClIiff near Morwenstow.
Along the foreshore differential erosion of the highly folded strata has formed prominent
rocky reefs running at right angles to the coast together with numerous intertidal and
offshore stacks and skerries.

The range of habitats between Steeple Point and Marsland Mouth include rocky foreshore
and cliffs, streams, ponds, flushes, grassland, heath, scrub and woodland.

Several uncommon plant species occur here, include MonksAwmritum anglicumthe
prostrate form of Dyer's Greenwe@enista tinctoria Wavey-leaved St John's Wort
Hypericum undulatupPortland Spurg&uphorbia portlandicaRock Sea-lavender
Limonium binervosurand an unusual range of the colour forms of Kidney VAtthyllis
vulneraria

The narrow margin of maritime grassland along the cliff edge supports species such as Red
Fescud-estuca rubraThrift Armeria maritima Buckshorn PlantaiRlantago coronupus
Carline ThistleCarlina vulgarisand Wild ThymeThymus praecox

The steep sided valleys support maritime grassland and maritime heath and their seaward
margins grading into scrub and woodland further inland.



The Maritime Heath supports species such as Red FEsstieea rubraHeathelCalluna
vulgaris Bell HeatheiErica cinerea Western Gors®lex gallii, Wild ThymeThymus
praecox YarrowAchillea millefolium EyebrightEuphrasia virgusii Burnet Ros&kosa
pimpinellifoliaand Cat's Edflypochaeris radicata

Further inland, scrub, with abundant Bracktaridium aquilinumand Brambldrubus
fruticosusis succeeded by woodland. The most extensive woodland, including areas of
ancient woodland, is located in the Marsland valley, where there are large areas of Sessile
OakQuercus petraeaoppice; with some Beedkagus sylvaticaSycamoreicer
pseudoplatanuand AshFraxinus excelsiarStands of AldeAlnus glutinosabccur along

the valley bottom.

This coastal site is also of particular importance for its rich invertebrate fauna. The diverse
butterfly population includes such uncommon species as Grayippgarchia semeland

High Brown Fritillary Argynnis cydippeMarsh FritillaryEuphydryas aurinigPearl-

bordered FritillaryBoloria euphrosyneSmall Pearl-bordered FritillaBoloria seleng
Silver-washed FritillaryArgynnis paphiaDark Green FritillaryArgynnis aglaja Brown
HairstreakThecla betulagDingy SkipperErynnis tagesnd Grizzled SkippdPyrgus

malvae In addition this part of the Cornish coastline also supported one of the last known
breeding colonies of the Large Blue ButteMaculinea arion a species which is now
believed to be extinct in Britain. The nationally rare Dipteran spBeiexlusia trigina

occurs in one of the side valleys; whilst the open water in the Marsland valley is of
particular importance for 14 species of Dragonflies. An uncommon Woodlouse,
Halophiloscia couchihas been recorded on the pebble/boulder beach at Marsland Mouth.

Steeple Point to Marsland Mouth supports a high number of breeding bird species;
woodland species include Buzz&dteo butepSparrowhawhccipter nisusDipper
Cinclus cinclusand Wood WarblePhylloscopus sibilatrixwith Great Black-backed Gull
Larus marinusRock PipitAnthus spinolettand Stonech&axicola torquatalong the
coast.



