SITE NOTIFIED TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON THE 26TH
MAY 1989
COUNTY: NORFOLK

SITE NAME: NARBOROUGH RAILWAY
EMBANKMENT

DISTRICT: BRECKLAND
Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended.
Local Planning Authority: Breckland District Council
National Grid Reference: TF 750118 to
TF 763101

Area: 7.9 (ha.) 19.52 (ac.)

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 132

1:10,560: TF 71 SW, SE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): –

Date of Last Revision: –

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1989

Date of Last Revision:–

Other Information:
A new site.
Reasons for Notification:
This site is an attractive embanked section of the disused railway line
between King’s Lynn and Swaffham. The embankment was constructed in
the 19th century from locally extracted chalk rubble and a herb-rich chalk
flora has developed on the banks. It is probably the most diverse chalk
grassland site now left in Norfolk with several chalk-loving species
occurring in great abundance. This profusion of flowering plants attracts
and supports a wide range of butterflies including several locally scarce
species. Further site interest is provided by calcareous scrub and interesting
assemblages of mosses and molluscs.
Large areas of the embankment support a very rich and pure chalk flora in
which grasses are sparse and short-growing, rough hawkbit Leontodon
hispidus is dominant in many areas, with frequent carline thistle Carlina
vulgaris, stemless thistle Cirsium acaule, hairy rock-cress Arabis hirsuta,
purging flax Linum catharticum and larger wild thyme Thymus pulegioides.
Autumn felwort Gentianella amarella is also fairly frequent and wild
marjoram Origanum vulgare is locally abundant. On the track itself,
eyebright Euphrasia nemorosa is dominant over large areas and there is
frequent small scabious Scabiosa columbaria, kidney-vetch Anthyllis
vulneraria and ploughman’s spikenard Inula conyza.
Shallow chalk workings occur in places at the base of the embankment and
these damp hollows contain pyramidal orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis,
marsh helleborine Epipactis palustris and southern marsh orchid
Dactylorhiza praetermissa.
Parts of the track are overgrown with calcareous scrub in which Buckthorn
Rhamnus catharticus is unusually abundant. Sweet-briar Rosa rubiginosa is
also very common on the banks.
The diverse and very abundant butterfly population includes several locally
scarce species such as dingy skipper, grayling, green hairstreak, purple

hairstreak and brown argus. There are also large populations of the
commoner species such as brimstone, small heath, meadow brown and
common blue.
Young secondary woodland has developed in places on the banks and along the
margins of the site.

