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Gilkicker Lagoon represents a rare habitat in Britain, where there are relatively
few saline lagoons.
It is a relict of a former defensive moat which in turn is
thought to have been partially derived from an ancient fleet extending parallel
and to the rear of the apposition beach of Gilkicker Point. The Lagoon is linked to
the sea by an intake through the shingle beach separating it from the sea.
It
usually maintains a salinity comparable to that of the sea water in the Solent.
Saline lagoons characteristically experience large variations in water chemistry
and other environmental parameters, and thus support a specialised flora and
fauna.
The flora of Gilkicker lagoon comprises three species of charophytes (one,
Lamprothamium
p o p u l o s u m being a national rarity), green alga E n t e r o m o r p h a
species, and tassel pondweed Ruppia maritima. The invertebrate fauna includes at
least 10 species of molluscs and 3 species of Coelenterata (anemones and allied
groups).
This assemblage is relatively rich and includes 5 national rarities, one of
which the Colenterate N e m a t o s t e l l a
v e c t e n s i s is the only British marine
invertebrate to be included in the appropriate Red Data Book.*
*The International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
Invertebrate Red Data Book (IUCN 1983) documents vulnerable and endangered
species.

