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Other Information:
Formerly part of Arne SSSI. The site includes some botanically very rich road verges
which form part of a complex of verges, mostly within the Arne SSSI.
Boundary amended by deletion.
Description:
The special interest of this once outstanding area has been greatly reduced by recent
reclamation. However parts of this site remain undamaged and bold heathland and acidic
grassland with rich associated flora and fauna. Additionally there is a very interesting fen
community and some of the drains retain high botanical and entomological importance.
Remaining small areas of unimproved damp acid grassland on the flat alluvial land of the
north and west are floristically very varied. These swards which typically have Soft and
Jointed Rushes Juncus effusus and J. articulatus in some abundance, are dominated by
species of bent Agrostis spp. and Purple Moor-grass Molinia caerulea. Other frequent
grasses include Sweet Vernal-grass Anthoxanthum odoratum, Crested Dogs-tail
Cynosurus cristatus, Heath Grass Danthonia decumbens and Quaking Grass Briza media.
Sedges are similarly varied including Carex panicea, C. nigra, C. demissa, C. echinata and
herbs include Marsh Pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris, Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi,
Meadow Thistle Cirsium dissectum, Devil's-bit Succisa pratensis, Bog Pimpernel
Anagallis tenella, Marsh Bedstraw Galium palustre, Heath Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza
maculata and Water Mint Mentha aquatica. A small field in the south east of the site, is
the only location in Britain for ViperÕs Grass Scorzonera humilis. This is abundant in a
sward dominated by bents and Red Fescue Festuca rubra, with the very local Whorled
Caraway Carum verticillatum.
Heathland and bog are found over the Bagshot Beds on the south and west edges of this
site. Whilst in the extreme south there are small amounts of dry heath dominated by Ling
Calluna vulgaris with Bell Heather Erica cinerea and Common and Western Gorse Ulex
europaeus and U. gallii, most of the heathland is wet. The very local Dorset Heath Erica
ciliaris is locally dominant in these areas with Purple Moor-grass and Cross-leaved Heath
Erica tetralix. Other frequent species include White Beak-sedge Rhynchospora alba and

the Sundews Drosera rotundifolia and D. intermedia. The wettest areas support bog
communities with a good range of Sphagnum mosses including quantities of the rare S.
pulchrum. The rare Slender Centaury Cicendia filiformis occurs on a track.
At the edge of the wet heath and bog a fen community has developed on base-rich spring
water. This is probably the only location in Dorset for two local plants, Saw Sedge
Cladium mariscus and Marsh Fern Thelypteris thelypteroides. The local sedge Carex
lepidocarpa also occurs in this area. Where the fen grades into bog, Black Bogrush
Schoenus nigricans and Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa are frequent.
The drains of this site vary considerably according to their locality. Those within the
heathy areas have a rich acid flora including abundant Bog St. JohnsÕs-wort Hypericum
elodes, Bog Pondweed Potamogeton polygonifolius, Floating Clubrush Eleogiton fluitans,
Bulbous Rush Juncus bulbosus and Bladderworts Utricularia spp. Where partly shaded,
the local Cyperus Sedge Carex pseudocyperus grows with Royal Fern Osmunda regalis.
Other drains on the alluvial soils have quantities of Reed Phragmites australis and
Greater Pond Sedge Carex riparia with Yellow Water-lily Nuphar lutea, Water Plantain
Alisma plantago-aquatica, Lesser Water Plantain Baldellia ranunculoides and Oppositeleaved Pondweed Groenlandia densa. In the north where the drains have a more saline
character, Sea Club-rush Scirpus maritimus and Bulrush Schoenoplectus taberna e.
montani are frequent. Sallow Salix cinerea and Common Gorse scrub is frequent along the
sides of some of the drains. Woodland, confined to the south of the site is acid in
character and dominated by Birch Betula spp. and Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur.
The fauna of this site whilst not extensively studied, appears rich reflecting the diversity
of its habitats. Full recent information on the dragonfly fauna is not available but a range
of the commoner species are present in good numbers and the wet heathland supports the
very local Small Red Damselfly Ceriagrion tenellum. Grasshoppers and crickets are well
represented and include the local Lesser Marsh Grasshopper Chorthippus
albomarginatus in grassland near to the Harbour and Bog Bush Cricket Metrioptera
brachyptera in the wet heath. A bog supports a good population of the uncommon Large
Marsh Grasshopper Stethophyma grossum; and Long-winged Conehead Conocephalus
discolor, another very local insect has been recorded here.
Small numbers Snipe Gallinago gallinago, Redshank Tringa totanus and Lapwing
Vanellus vanellus are present throughout the year and it can additionally support
wintering wildfowl and waders. An established territory of the rare Dartford Warbler
Sylvia undata encompasses some of the heathland.

